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easier for the botulinus germs to grow and produce their deadly toxin,
LOCO POISONING
Farm horses seldom suffer from plant or weed poisoning, but range horses are affected by a few. The most important of the weeds poisonous to horses is the loco plant. There are several varieties, a more complete description of which is given in Chapter VI.
At first, horses do not like to eat the loco plant, but are often driven to it by a shortage of other fodder. After several trials they come to like the flavor and may acquire such a craving for the weed that they will eat it, even though better and safe forage is available.
The first symptom is a loss of condition, followed by weakness and staggering, together with loss of muscular control generally. A normally gentle horse will shy at the least provocation and cannot be led forward or backed easily. When started forward, it keeps on going and may run into anything that lies in its path.
Treatment
Animals must eat the loco plants for a long time before they become visibly affected, and when the first symptom is noticed they should be removed from the dangerous range and given safe forage. If left to themselves the animals will continue to eat the loco plants until they die.
If the attack is mild an animal may recover, but if the horse is badly locoed, treatment is not always successful. The horse must be of sufficient value to warrant the time and expense of the treatment. The usual method of handling such cases is to give daily doses of 4 to 6 drams of Fowler's solution. Alfalfa is good forage, because the horse is usually constipated and the alfalfa will have a tendency to increase the bowel movements.